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IMPORTANT DATES 

• Friday, March 3 

Choir workshop at Holy Heart (pm) 

• Tuesday, March 14                                      

Term 2 Report Cards released 

Pi Day Activities 

• Thursday, March 16                                                     

Student-Parent-Teacher Conference 

from 2:00—7:00 

(Students dismissed at 12:07)    

• Friday,  March 17                                                  

Staff PD day. No school for students 

• Tuesday, March 21 

St. Paul’s Science Fair 3:00—5:00 

Parent/Public viewing 4:30—5:00 

• Thursday, March 23 

St. Paul’s Heritage Fair 3:00—5:00 

Parent/Public viewing 4:30—5:00 

• Sunday, March 26 

Spring Fling—2:00 

• Thursday, April 13                                                      

Last day before Easter Break 

• Friday, April 14 -  Sunday, April 23                                           

School is closed for the spring break.   It will 

reopen on Monday, April 24.           

•  Monday, April 24                                                

School reopens 

• Friday, May 19 

Staff PD 

• Monday, May 22                                                

May 24 weekend holiday. School closed. 

• Thursday, June 22                                                               

Report Cards released / Last day for                             

students. Happy Summer! 

School Scene 
 

 

Ah, March.  Still winter in Newfoundland, but perhaps with a few hints of the spring to 

come.  We’ll just call this season ‘sprinter’.  As we sprint toward the Easter Break, we 

have another busy month with Pi Day, Term 2 report cards and student-parent-teacher 

conferences, a staff PD day, the St. Paul’s Science Fair and Heritage Fair, and Spring Fling! 

 

We have had yet another change in our office!  Welcome Victoria Elliott, our  new (and 

hopefully very long-term!) secretary.  Ms. Elliott can be reached at victoriaelli-

ott@nlesd.ca or by calling the office at 753-6630. Welcome back as well to Ms. Budgell.  

We’re delighted to have her back in the Assistant Principal’s office. 

 

There were so many great things happening at 

St. Paul’s last month.  Thanks to everyone who 

helped out in any way during Teacher/Staff Ap-

preciation Week. Sandwiches on Monday, two 

storm days (!), a candy table from the student 

leadership group, coffee, pastries and soup/chili 

from the school council and parents, and a cake 

from our MHA, Bernard Davis, we definitely felt 

appreciated!  A big thanks as well to members 

of the Art Club, who captured the essence of 

each one of our staff members.  

 

Spirit Week was a huge success, with theme days as well as a lunchtime activity each 

day.  The entire school went to see the musical ‘Grease’ on the Friday and were excellent 

representatives of our school while at the Arts and Culture Centre.  Wednesday was Pink 

Shirt Day, and the school was a sea of pink and school spirit.   Thank you Sobeys for do-

nating cake and cupcakes for the entire school! 
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St. Paul’s Wins Workplace NL’s “Who Wants to Save a Life?”    

Congratulations to Annika, Brynn, Chloe, Hailey, and Mahiba—the Junior High Winners of Workplace NL’s “Who Wants to Save a 

Life?” On February 22nd, the team faced off against St. Catherine’s Academy from Mount Carmel in the semi-finals, coming away 

with the victory and a $100 prepaid Visa card for each student.  Then, on to the finals against Valmont Academy from King’s Point.  

The final was very close, with the teams tied as they neared the end.  With one question to go. St. Paul’s was up by 10 points...and 

won!!!  The team won $5000 for the school, and each participant won an iPad Air 2.  Way to go, Vipers! 

 

A number of St. Paul’s students were in the audience to cheer on our team and show their Viper Spirit.  Perhaps some of them will 

be on next year’s team? 

 

Music Notes 
Congratulations to all St. Paul’s students who participated in the Kiwanis Music Festival.  We are very proud of you! 

 

The Rotary Music Festival evening concert will take place on Sunday, April 30th at Holy Heart for the Symphonic Band, Jazz Band 

and Jazz Combo.   

 

Spring Fling—Ways You Can Get Involved! 
Spring Fling is almost here! For those of you who are unfamiliar with Spring Fling, this is our annual Spring Concert/dessert party 

and a huge fundraiser for our school breakfast/music programs. There will be desserts (lots & lots of desserts), raffle items, wine 

and much more!  We are sure you will appreciate that an event like this takes a considerable amount of time and energy to plan.  

 

There are many ways parents can support Spring Fling: 

•  Buy tickets and attend 

           Spring Fling will take place on Sunday, March 26th at 2:00.  Tickets are $15 each and can be purchased through the  

 school office beginning on March 6th for parents of band and choir members, and March 13th for general sales. 

•  Donate or solicit items for our raffle tables and special draws 

 We are currently seeking donations of items for our raffle—everything is welcome!  Small items may be bundled to 

 gether.  Ms Pope and Ms. Coady will be on the parking lot the week of March 6th to March 10 collecting donations for  

 Spring Fling.  If you have any contacts with local businesses, we have a donation letter prepared.  Please contact Lindsay 

 Janes (lindsayjanes@nlesd.ca) if you can help out. 

•  Bake dessert 

 It wouldn’t be a dessert party without the dessert!  Please contact Jill Rowe (jillrowe@nlesd.ca) if you can provide a  

 homemade dessert suitable for slicing or individual servings. 

•  Volunteer with set-up/clean up  

 We will need help with set-up on Saturday from 1:00—3:00 and clean-up after the event on Sunday.   If you are able to  

 help, please email paulacoady@nlesd.ca or sandrapope@nlesd.ca.. 
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Updated Mobile Devices Policy—Please Take Note! 
  

 

As we mentioned in our February newsletter, the acceptable use of cell phones 

and other mobile devices has been a hot topic over the past few months, both in 

the media and in our own school.  As an educational institution our priorities 

are: 

• To ensure the safety of our students 

• To provide the best learning environment for all students 

• To educate our students about acceptable behaviour, including while 

using technology 

• To use technology appropriately in our learning environment 

 

We started by reviewing our current practice and spoke with other intermediate and high schools about their expectations.  We 

asked teachers for their feedback, heard from a number of parents, and met with the student leadership group as well as the 

school council to get their input.   

 

As of Monday, March 6th, here are the expectations about the use of mobile devices at St. Paul’s Junior High: 

 

• Students are permitted to bring cell phones/electronic devices to school, understanding that they are doing so at their own 

risk.  The school is not responsible for loss or damage of these devices.   

• Students are not permitted to use cell phones/electronics during class time unless they are specifically directed to do so by 

a teacher.   

• Class time begins at 8:50 with the homeroom bell.    

• During class time, cell phones must be turned off or put on ‘Do 

Not Disturb’  and must be put away—in a locker, in the teacher’s 

cell phone basket, or in a pocket—we should not see them, and 

we should not hear them.  Ear buds must be put away as well. 

• Teachers may require that cell phones be placed in the basket or 

left in the lockers during particular activities (i.e. tests). 

• Students may not use their phones in the hallways between 

classes, or if they have left class for any reason. 

• If a teacher allows students to use their devices during class time 

for a particular instructional purpose (such as accessing their 

GAFE account information or using the stopwatch function), they 

are to be used for that purpose only. 

• Students are permitted to use their devices during recess and lunch time. 

• Students are not permitted to record audio/video or take pictures in school unless it is under teacher direction, for exam-

ple for a class project.  This includes non-class time such as before/after school, recess, lunch, gym nights and dances. 

• If students need to contact parents during class time, they must use the office phone.  If parents need to contact students 

during class time, please contact the office at 753-6630.   

 

If students do not adhere to these expectations, there will be a range of consequences depending on the nature and severity of 

the infraction.  Generally speaking, for the first infraction, students will result in the student having to or pass in their phone at the 

office in the morning and collect it at 3:00  (or leave their phone at home) for a week.  A second infraction means that the conse-

quence will be in place for a month’s duration If there is a third infraction, the student will have to leave the phone at home or at 

the office for the remainder of the year.  

 

Just as a reminder, homeroom starts at 8:50, recess is from 10:54—11:09, lunch is from 12:07—12:57 and our school day ends at 

3:00.  If you need to reach your child during class time, please call the office at 753-6630.  If your child needs to reach you during 

class time, they must use the office phone rather than their device.   

 

We encourage you to discuss these expectations with your child, and we appreciate your support as we continue our efforts to 

provide the best learning environment possible at St. Paul’s.  If you have any comments or feedback about our updated cell 

phone/mobile device policy, please let us know by contacting Mr. Drover or Ms. Budgell. 
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Term 2 Report Cards/Conferences 
 

Term 2 report cards will be released on Tuesday, March 14th.  Students will be dismissed at 12:07 pm on Thursday, 

March 16th.  Student-parent-teacher conferences will take place in the gymnasium  from 2:00—7:00 on Thursday, 

March 16th.  The setup is the same as for Term 1—conferences are on a first-come, first-served basis, with teachers 

having a line of chairs set up in front of them. 

 

Students are encouraged to accompany their parents to these conferences!  They are the ones doing the work, after 

all.  Conferences should be a maximum of 10 minutes; if you think that you will require more time to speak with the 

teacher, please call or email to set up an appointment at a mutually-convenient time. 
 

 

 

The Telegram Spelling Bee—What a Finish! 
 

Congratulations to Ranjeevan Ilango and Moizali Khan who participated in 

the Telegram Spelling Bee on Saturday, February 25th at the Holy Heart 

Theatre.  Both students represented St. Paul’s with pride.  Moizali made it to 

the top 25 in the third round.  Ranjeevan made it to an incredible 13th 

round and had a top 3 finish!  Thanks as well to Ms. Peddle for organizing 

the school bee and helping Moizali and Ranjeevan prepare. 

 

 

Sports Round-Up 
 

On February 4, the grade 8 girls volleyball team captured the bronze medal in tier 2 of the Leary's Brook Junior High 

Invitational.  

 

On February 10-11, the grade 9 boys basketball team hosted an invitational at St. Paul's. The tournament was a huge 

success and the team made it to the semi final game.  

 

On February 11, the grade 7 & 8 boys volleyball teams made it to the semi finals of their respective categories at the 

Leary's Brook Junior High Invitational.  

 

On February 11, Jaxon Ward, Clare Noseworthy, Matthew Ward, Emily Martin, and Dylan Follett represented St. Paul's 

at the Knights of Columbus Free Throw District Championships at MacDonald Drive. Clare was the top shooter in the 

grade 7 girls division which qualified her for the Regional Championships on February 18 where she was again the top 

shooter in her division. Clare has now earned the right to represent St. Paul's Junior High at the Provincial Champion-

ships on March 11th at Spruce Wood Academy in Grand Falls-Windsor.  

 

On March 10-11, the grade 8 girls volleyball team will host an invitational at St. Paul's. Please come and support our 

Vipers!  

 

Badminton club continues on Thursdays at 3:00. Any student in grade 7, 8, and 9 is welcome to attend.  

 

Ultimate Frisbee will be starting up in March.  Interested students should see Mme Webb for more details.  There will 

be weekly practices leading up to the Junior High Ultimate tournament on May 26—28. 

©Louis Power/The Telegram.  Used with permission. 
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Mini-Enrichment Courses 
 

Mini-enrichment courses are 2 day programs offered for students in Grades 7-9 to give them an opportunity to sample a topic out-

side of the regular school curriculum.  There is something for almost everyone!  Please have a look at the course list on the school 

website.  If you are interested, please download and print the application and consent form, and return it to the school by March 

17th along with the $40 registration fee.  Cheques should be made payable to St. Paul’s Junior High.  

 

St. Paul’s Improv Team Participates in Improv Games 
 

The St Paul's Improv team has been very busy since Christmas learning all about the wonderful art of Improv (acting without a 

script!). They met every Friday for practice to prepare for an exhibition at the LSPU Hall where they performed against other 

school teams in the region. This was their second show this year with the first also being at the LSPU Hall last Fall.  The team cer-

tainly represented the St Paul's Vipers well as one of the youngest teams in the exhibition.  

 

Some of the best scenes they did this year included non-geographical locations such as "Inside a Witch's Hut" and "Life Inside a 

Vending Machine". Whatever the scene, there were lots of laughs to be had watching our team perform in front of an audience. 

While the team may be cluing up for this year, stay tuned in September when the team starts up again for lots of laughs and fun!   

Thanks as well to Ms. von Borziskowski-Dyke, their teacher-sponsor, and their coaches, Rebecca Seward and Elizabeth Glynn. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Chess Club 
 

Our Chess Club is up and running!  Students should see Ms. Janes or M Garron 

Norman if they are interested in joining.  We are hoping to have a strong 

showing at the NL School Chess Association’s School Team Chess Champion-

ships on Saturday, May 6th at MQP.   

 

 

Resources for Students and Parents on the NLESD website 
 

The NLESD has partnered with Eastern Health to provide students and parents/guardians with resources and information about a 

variety of Health and Wellness topics: Child Health, Healthy Eating, Physical Activity, Injury Prevention, Tobacco-Free Living, , Pu-

berty, Mental Wellness, Parenting, and Talking to your Teen about Sexuality and Sexual Health.     

 

As well, the NLESD website has resources about Internet and Social 

Media Safety for students and parents/guardians. The District is 

aware that many parents and guardians are unsure of the many 

ways their children are interacting online and how they are using 

the Internet in their day-to-day lives. On the website you will find a 

number of resources specifically designed to help educate adults 

about the many uses of modern technology among youth.  

 

To access these resources, go to www.nlesd.ca, click on ‘Students and Families’ and then ‘Resources’, or click on the direct link 

from our St. Paul’s website at stpaulsjh.net.   



Student Leadership Update  

 

February was an extremely busy month for the Student Leadership Team! 

 

On Monday, February 13th, Mr. Bernard Davis, the MHA representing 

our school, came to St. Paul’s to present certificates to our leadership 

students who attended We Day Atlantic in Halifax.  Mr. Davis recognized 

those students in a Member’s Statement in the House of Assembly in 

December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week, the student leaders set up a candy  

 table to thank the staff for all the ‘sweet’ 

things that they do.  

 

 

 

Mahiba, Avani and Charlotte held a bake sale on Friday, February 17th.  They raised 

$250 to be given to Mme. Dean who helps coordinate supplies needed for Syrian 

refugees and other new Canadians in our community.   

 

 

 

Spirit Week was held from February 20th to 24th.  

The ‘Moo-off’, the 4-legged race, the school-wide 

Mannequin Challenge and Human Hungry Hippos 

were a big hit.  Theme days included Character Day, 

Janeway/PJ  Day, Pink Shirt Day, Twin Day and Retro 

Day.  On Janeway Day, students at St. Paul’s donated 

just over $100.   

 

 

As a fitting end to Sprit Week, on Friday evening eight St. Paul’s students plus Mme Webb went to Ronald McDonald 

house to do some baking for the guests.  The students were awesome – lots of artistically-decorated cupcakes and 

delicious cinnamon rolls were made.  Thanks in particular to Mahiba for organizing this event.  


